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     Suicide was a common occurrence during Goldfield’s gold rush. Rather than face the 
harsh realities of life in a mining camp, some chose death as a means of escape. Among 
women, the favored method for dispatching oneself out of this world and into the next 
was poison, opium or morphine. Men resorted to either poison or a bullet.  
 

J.B. Findly 
     There are at least two deaths recorded at the Goldfield Hotel. Both deaths were ruled 
suicides. And both took place long after the Goldfield’s gold rush was over. It was barely 
past midnight October 1, 1915 when night clerk Irving Truman realized that he hadn’t 
seen J.B. Findly the night porter for several hours. What could be keeping the normally 
conscientious man from his job, Truman wondered. As soon as he could get away from 
his duties at the front desk Truman went straight to Findly’s room in the employee 
section of the hotel. * 
    When his knock on the door got no response, he opened it and walked in. There on the 
floor was J.B. Findly’s lifeless body, already cold to the touch. Lying next to the body 
was a revolver. While everyone remembered Findly acting strangely no one knew why he 
had killed himself. His reasons were his own. And they would go to the grave with him. 
But that wasn’t the last of J.B. Findly. 
     Allen Metscher is a Goldfield historian. The founder of the Central Nevada Museum 
in Tonopah, Metscher has lived in Goldfield all his life. He doesn’t know if the hotel is 
haunted or not, but he does share the story of his grandmother’s ghostly sighting. 
     Metscher’s paternal grandmother worked as a maid at the Goldfield Hotel. On the 
morning after Findly’s death she came to work as usual and greeted her fellow 
employees. As the day progressed a co-worker remarked that it was too bad about J.B. 
Findly. Curious, she asked what he meant.  
      “You haven’t heard?” 
       “No, what? 
       “Findly shot himself in his room this morning.” 
      “But he’s all right.” She said. 
      “He’s dead.” 
      She stared at the man in disbelief. J.B. Findly had been one of the employees who 
greeted her warmly as she came to work that very morning. Not given to flights of fancy, 
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Metscher’s grandmother told the story of her ghostly encounter with the dead night porter 
for the rest of her life. 
 
     The employee section of the hotel was located on the first floor in the area of room 
109 and not on the fourth floor as some believe. 
 

 
Goldfield Hotel under construction September 23 `1907 Central Nevada Historical Society photograph 
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     The Goldfield Hotel is well known to ghost hunters all across the country. Episodes of 
Dead Famous, Scariest Places on Earth, Ghost Adventurers and TAPS Ghost Hunters 
have featured investigations of the building.  All agreed that there was something here… 
    Over the years, people have claimed to hear a loud pounding coming from inside the 
deserted building during daylight hours. Others have seen lights, and heard the sounds of 
tinkling glass, soft laughter and music coming from within the hotel in the wee hours of 
the morning. 
    When the doors closed behind the Goldfield Hotel’s last guests in1945, the building 
was locked up and forgotten. Every few years someone came along and expressed 
interest in restoring the hotel to its former glory; some of them attempted to do so. But 
the task proved to be insurmountable. 
     If anyone was talking about the hotel’s ghosts during this time, they weren’t doing so 
publicly. From the late 1960’s until the early 1970s an elderly man lived alone in the 
hotel. Apparently he was acting as the building’s caretaker for an out of state owner. 
While in residence, he gave a few newspaper interviews on the hotel and its history, but 
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didn’t mention the building being haunted. Perhaps he didn’t know; or didn’t care to 
know, about such things. 
       In the early 1980s Shirley A. Porter (Dybicz) fell under the hotel’s spell and 
purchased it. Her attempts to restore the Goldfield Hotel and her experiences with its 
ghosts are documented in her book But You Can’t Leave, Shirley.  
      Some question whether or not Porter’s book is based on actual experiences or flights 
of fancy. Regardless, it has no bearing on the hotel being haunted. Step through the 
doorway of the Goldfield Hotel…. 

 
TAPS at the Goldfield Hotel   February 29, 2008  photo by Bill Oberding 

 
 

Elizabeth 
 
      Did Elizabeth exist? Or was she simply the product of over active imaginations? 
Many historians and ghost researchers doubt the validity of the entire Elizabeth-in-Room-
109 story. Nonetheless her poignant story is the most often repeated in connection with 
the hotel’s hauntings.  
   There are several different versions of the tragic tale of love and betrayal that begins in 
1908, shortly after the hotel was completed. There are those who say the affair between 
Elizabeth and a wealthy man took place sometime during the 1930s.  
    If anyone would know about the Elizabeth story it would be Virginia Ridgway who has 
been caretaker of the hotel for over thirty years. When asked, Virginia said. 
     “None of the psychics I have taken into the hotel in the past thirty years has ever told 
the Elizabeth story. None  
have ever claimed that the child was killed. They all describe the same thing. A young 
girl with long blonde hair…She is chained to a bed and there’s her little belly. “ 
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   Who can say when or where the tale got its start? Because it is the most often told of 
the hotel’s ghostly legends, I’ve included it….. 
 

Virgil Earp  
     The Goldfield that Virgil Earp and his wife Allie 
(Alvira) arrived at on a cold day in January 1905 was 
very different from the place they had visited a few 
years earlier. Where there had been only a couple 
dozen people, there were now thousands. Miners and 
their families still huddled in tents, crude rock houses 
and temporary lean-tos, but even in the snow one 
could see that a flurry of building activity had been 
taking place. Hotels, saloons, shops and houses were 
being erected as fast as the necessary lumber could be 
brought in. Telephone and telegraph poles dotted the 
landscape; the rest of the world was that much closer. 
     It hadn’t been that long since Virgil and his 

brother Wyatt prospected around Tonopah, and not that long since Wyatt ran the 
Northern saloon there. Gold had changed everything. Well past his prime, Virgil was old 
enough to realize nothing ever stayed the same.  
      He was sixty-two with a crippled left arm, the remnant of a late night ambush in 

Tombstone, Virgil’s fast draw days were behind 
him…… 
 
  Enjoy these and more true stories of Goldfield and 
the haunted Goldfield Hotel $16.95 
 
http://www.HauntedNevada.com  


